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Why the Ocean?



The Ocean Supports Life on Earth
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What the Ocean 
Gives Us

The “eco-system services” provided 
by the ocean to plants and 
animals (including humans) are in 
jeopardy:
• Provisioning (e.g. food, oxygen 

and water)
• Regulating (e.g. 

climate/temperature regulation, 
coastal stabilization)

• Supporting (e.g. pollution 
filtration, waste processing)

• Cultural (e.g. 
aesthetics, recreation, fun and 
inspiration)



An unhealthy ocean puts all 
life on earth at risk.



Our Ocean is Overburdened
² Climate change
² Ocean acidification
² Overfishing & unregulated fishing
² Nutrient loading
² Chemical runoff
² Depletion of ocean resources
² Coastal over-development
² Seismic and acoustic pollution
² Plastics and marine debris



Population growth
We are now predicting 
moving from 7 billion 

people to 11 billion people

Carbon emissions
Ocean acidification, 

weather disruptions, sea 
level rise, temperature 

change, etc.

Food insecurity 
from carbon emissions, 
population growth, poor 
land conservation and 

the introduction of 
pollutants

Income disparity 
is growing rapidly

Threats to the ocean are cumulative and 
drive more intensive use of the ocean
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Dynamics Affecting the World’s Ocean
Rising CO2 levels in the atmosphere are leading to 

higher sea temperatures.

Image: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration



The Time is Now 
These threats are well documented and rapidly changing, both 

cumulative and progressive.

If left unaddressed, our fundamental life support system will 
collapse.

Less than 6% of environmental funding goes to support the 
protection of 71% of the planet on which 100% of us depend. 
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How is TOF Playing a Role?



TOF’s Overall Goals
1. Build a strong, vibrant and well-connected community 

that effectively responds to urgent issues and seizes on 
key opportunities for global marine conservation 

2. Find, evaluate, and support the most effective marine 
conservation projects and organizations

3. Actively address problems facing our ocean 

4. Increase knowledge of, support of, and participation in 
marine conservation

5. Identify new leaders, develop ideas and build community 
skills



Focus on Solutions

• In all our work we challenge ourselves to understand 
complex issues and how they inter-relate 

• Collaboration and sharing of ideas is the core of our work 
• Developing innovative solutions to address the problems is 

our focus 



Holistic Marine Conservation
Holistic thinking is about understanding the 

relationships between parts within the context of 
the system

Are we in harmony with the ocean?



No Silver Bullets
• We have an absolute dependency on the 

ocean’s ecosystem

• If we grow our economy on the back of 
the ocean, we must not only cause no 
harm, but also look to create 
opportunities that help restore the 
ocean and its balance

• There is great opportunity for research, 
innovation and collaboration and the 
need for investments in solutions



What Sets TOF Apart?



Innovation
1 We focus on ‘moving the needle’ on coastal and 

ocean conservation

1 We aim for the solutions with the best potential that 
are replicable

1 We focus on innovative solutions: 
v Rockefeller Ocean Strategy

v SeaGrass Grow

v The jetBlue Caribbean study
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of marine funders surveyed in 2015 by the 
Consultative Group on Biological Diversity reported 

conducting impact, mission-related or program-
related investing

FEWER THAN HALF



How does TOF see ocean-related 
investing?



“An unprecedented ocean-centric 
investment fund”



Threats Solutions Industries Investment

• Threats to the ocean are known

• We have good ideas of what viable 
solutions are

• We can guess what industries are 
supplying solutions

• We can identify best-in-class 
products and services 

Credit: Courtesy of David Littschwager/National Geographic Society
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Known
Threats

Good
Solutions

Probable 
Actors

Best 
Services

Clean ballast 
water before 
dumping in 
bays and 
harbors

Chemical 
treatment 
and filtration 
companies 
provide 
solutions

Identify best 
in class 
products and 
services:  
filtration 
combined 
with UV 
treatment

Ballast water 
introduces 
alien, 
potentially 
invasive 
species



• Over 5 years we reviewed thousands of companies looking for 
products and services that are “actively good for the ocean” 

• In 2012 we co-launched the Rockefeller Ocean Strategy, as an 
international, all cap, private placement in active, long-only 
publicly traded securities

• A Triple-Screened Fund
– TOF is now paid to screen each company with ocean health 

in mind, and to provide Rockefeller & Co. specialized insight 
and research on coastal and ocean trends, risks and 
opportunities

– Rock&Co screens each company for investment quality and 
standard CSR criteria
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Rockefeller Ocean Strategy



Ocean Strategy Process
Fundamental bottom up, industry driven 

research

Active, long-only publicly traded securities

Dedicated sustainability research team

The Ocean Foundation expertise

All market capitalizations

Global diversification

50-80 Holdings

Aaron Parecki/ Flickr Creative CommonsTo protect and restore a 
healthy ocean around 

the world



Rockefeller Ocean Strategy
§ We hold positions in 50 companies, and have over 

$20m under management
§ Our investment hypothesis for the ROS has been 

confirmed by its consistently performing well
§ We are offering an alternative for those divesting of 

fossil fuel company stock
§ In 2015, marked 36 months track record and the ability 

to seek institutional investors



Companies that have a product or service 
that is actively good for the ocean will 

make profits, help investors earn income, and 
contribute to a new bottom line....

a healthier ocean.



Thank you.

www.oceanfdn.org


